Bellingham, Washington, and 2 grandchildren. Growing up, his parents had slated him for a medical college education, following in the footsteps of his paternal grandfather, who had gone to California in the gold rush of 1849. However, his father, an astute observer of nature, opened Don's mind to natural history at a young age by demonstrating to him how the talons of a hawk's feet open and release, how the lid of a trapdoor spider's burrow works, and how to make a figure-four box trap for catching squirrels (Hoffmeister 2005).
His graduate years at Berkeley were pleasant but busy, in part because he was newly married in addition to attempting to keep up with the excessive work demands placed on graduate students by Dr. Hall. His office space at the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology was on the 2nd balcony next to Hall, who as his mentor, helped to fill the void of the loss of his father. Also, there were many talented students studying mammals or birds, or both, who were his contemporaries at the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, including Dave Johnson, Fred Dale, Floyd Durham, Harvey Fisher, Starker Leopold, and Frank Pitelka.
During his time at Berkeley, he helped Dr. Hall with preparation of his Mammals of Nevada; Hall's manuscript on weasels; the preparation of William B. Davis's Mammals of Idaho for publication; and various other projects. He received his M. A. in 1940 and Ph.D. in 1944. All of this provided him the opportunity and experience of preparing and producing lengthy manuscripts and prepared him for his future work on the mammals of Arizona and Illinois. During his graduate work, he held teaching and research assistantships in the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology. He did some cataloguing and arranged specimens in the cases as per the most recent taxonomic revisions. The Museum of Vertebrate Zoology mammal catalog at that time was already in the 90,000s. He also participated on Museum of Vertebrate Zoology-sponsored field trips to the Columbia River, Mount St. Helens, and on the eastern side of the California Sierras.
World War II erupted while he worked at the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, but a childhood illness prevented him from being drafted. When he was about 12 years old, he developed rheumatic fever so severely that he was not allowed out of bed for 14 weeks; he had a relapse and was bedridden for another 12 weeks. He had to learn to walk again after each attack.
In As a teacher, Hoffmeister insisted that his students participate in fieldwork. During his years at UI, field trips were taken during the year, especially in the summer, either to locations in Illinois and the surrounding states, or the Southwest, particularly to Arizona. Graduate students were expected to participate on these trips. In addition to collecting and preparing specimens and recording field notes, he also insisted that students learn about specimen curation and how to care for natural history collections. He was a good mentor, and generous with his time in advising students about professional and personal matters in building a career.
Hoffmeister's research dealt primarily with the distribution and taxonomy of mammals, with an emphasis on Arizona and Illinois. However, his publications included a distributional note and study of growth and development of birds and papers on life history and ecology, pelage coloration, and various aspects of anatomy of mammals. As a result of his extensive research on the taxonomy of southwestern mammals, he described 13 mammalian taxa, including 1 species and 12 subspecies. The species was a shrew and the subspecies included a bat, a ground squirrel, a chipmunk, a pocket gopher, 2 kangaroo rats, a pocket mouse, and 5 deer mice (see publications list below for the name of each taxon and publication reference).
Dr. Dr. Hoffmeister was a disciple of his mentor, E. Raymond Hall (Fig. 1) . Like Hall, he also was a perfectionist, paying careful attention to the least detail, especially as it pertained to collecting and preparing specimens, recording field notes, curatorial procedures, mapping localities and preparing species accounts, analysis of specimens and data, and writing the results for publication. In most aspects he was a ''mammalogist's mammalogist.'' During his active career he was equally competent as both a field and museum biologist. He practiced what we call today ''skin and skull mammalogy.'' He collected with only kill traps, preferring Museum Specials, Victor Rat Traps, and steel traps. He never used Sherman live traps or the larger box traps. As far as I know, he used the same pair of small vernier calipers to record skull measurements throughout his career. Toward the end of his career, he followed the practice of many of his students in employing multivariate statistics to analyze measurements, but he avoided ''chromosomal'' or ''genetic'' techniques, although his students often made use of these approaches. He also was a serious bibliophile, maintaining a large library and reprint collection for reference work, and he was generous in allowing his students to use this invaluable resource.
He was very courteous and supportive of his graduate students and their families. He made every effort to see that his students were funded during the academic year (either as teaching or research assistants in the UIMNH) and during the field season. He was a stickler for being punctual and for cleanliness at work. He arrived at work early each day, stayed the full extent of the day, and expected his students to do likewise. Coffee breaks for staff and students working in the UIMNH occurred precisely at 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM each working day, lasted precisely 15 minutes, and everyone was expected to participate in the discussions, which might cover sports, science, or politics. Nothing, and I mean nothing, was allowed to reside on museum cases after the working day was finished. He verged on being paranoid about the elaborate ''bug box vault'' he had constructed at the UIMNH. I well remember him being gone for 6 months on sabbatical and not allowing anyone to work in the vault during this time. The expression on his face was priceless upon returning to the UIMNH and opening the vault door to find 6 inches of water on the floor and all of the skulls covered with mold because the humidifier had malfunctioned! Dr. Hoffmeister was a superb curator and builder of mammalogy collections. When he arrived at the UI, there 
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OBITUARY-DONALD FREDERICK HOFFMEISTERwas no mammal collection. At the time of his retirement, the mammal collection of the UI exceeded 60,000 specimens, with most of those from Illinois and the surrounding states and the largest number from the state of Arizona, adjacent southwestern states, and northern Mexico. He was a meticulous curator, and by any measure, the mammal collection at UI was among the best curated in the country. Unfortunately, after his retirement, the UI, like many large research universities in the United States, began to deemphasize natural history and collections, and the mammalogy collection was transferred to the University of New Mexico (the Arizona and southwestern mammals), Brigham Young University (the Mexican mammals), and the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago (international specimens). Specimens from Illinois and the surrounding states were relocated to the Illinois Natural History Survey, near the UI campus, where they reside today. This situation and decision, which occurred after he retired, greatly displeased Dr. Hoffmeister. The seminal works of Dr. Hoffmeister will always be his treatises on the Mammals of Arizona, published by the University of Arizona Press in 1986, and the Mammals of Illinois, published by the University of Illinois Press in 1989 (Fig. 2) . Both books received outstanding reviews by professional mammalogists (Mammals of Arizona by Gardner [1988] and Jones and Jones [1987] ; and Mammals of Illinois by Jones [1990] ), and the Mammals of Arizona has been hailed as the standard against which all future state mammal faunas will be judged.
Dr. Hoffmeister also made significant contributions to the biology of Peromyscus (Dawson 2001) . Of his numerous publications, 14 dealt specifically with Peromyscus. He became the foremost authority on systematics of the Peromyscus truei species group, and his 1951 comprehensive taxonomic and evolutionary review of that species is a landmark work in peromyscine systematics. He also conducted and published major taxonomic assessments of Peromyscus crinitus and the Peromyscus difficilis-Peromyscus nasutus species complex.
His study of Arizona mammals, which spanned a 40-year period, was greatly enhanced by his long-time professional association and friendship with Woodrow (''Woody'') and Lois Goodpaster (Fig. 3) . Their collective efforts produced a collection of more than 25,000 specimens of mammals from every part of the state. The Goodpasters, who were residents of Ohio, worked as collectors for the UIMNH for more than 30 years, primarily collecting mammals and documenting their natural history in the southwestern United States and adjacent Mexico. They would spend 1 to 2 months in the field every year with funding coming from the UIMNH budget. Their skills, energy, and enthusiasm impressed and stimulated the students and in many cases, such as my own, their summer fieldwork provided much of the material and information for graduate student theses and dissertations. They represented the last of the professional ''field collectors'' who worked for university natural history museums, and they became among the most knowledgeable naturalists of the Southwest even though they were never formally trained academically. They were extremely close friends of Hoffmeister and his entire family. Woody, as he was affectionately known, passed away in 2000, and was preceded in death by Lois in 1996.
Hoffmeister's work was also aided by a capable research associate, Dr. M. Raymond Lee, who worked with him during the 1960s. Upon completing his doctoral work under Steve Durrant at the University of Utah, Lee worked as a collector and naturalist in Mexico for E. Raymond Hall in the 1950s before moving to the UI where he worked for several years with Hoffmeister. Dr. Lee, who became a tenured professor at the UI, was a significant mammalogist in his own right and contributed much to our understanding of mammalian systematics. He was one of the early pioneers in the use of karyology to study population variation in small mammals and his work contributed significantly to our understanding of systematics in the genera Peromyscus and Sigmodon. He passed away in 1986.
The passing of Dr. Hoffmeister, who was known among his students and employees of the UIMNH as ''The Chief,'' marks the end of an era in mammalogy. He was the last living mammalogist connected to the founders of the ASM. His career spanned nearly 60 years (Hoffmeister 2005) . He knew C. Hart Merriam, Hartley H. T. Jackson, and Vernon Bailey, to mention a few, who were among the original founders of the ASM, and he worked closely with E. Raymond Hall and Joseph Grinnell and most of the other great mammalogists from before and after World War II. He was among the best and most respected of this honorable and heroic group of scientists.
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